Blackberry Action and Biocontrol: Report to Mitta Valley Landcare AGM 2019
MVLG is a member group of the Mitta to Murray Blackberry Action Group, a network of local Landcare Groups and
business and government partners. Our representatives on this network are currently Doris Razeng (Secretary of the
Group), Bob Kendall and Glenda Turnbull. In addition, many of our members are participants in the Blackberry
Action program.

This year we welcomed a new project officer, Suzanne Watkins from Bethanga to provide support for our Smart
Farming Grant activities. Paula Sheehan remains vitally interested and is a very active member of our Committee
and together they make an awesome team.
Our Smart Farming grant will help us continue with our long standing program of support to land owners and
managers who face the challenge of effectively managing invasive weeds on their property, whilst at the same time
supporting and promoting innovative weed management strategies, in particular biological control.
With delayed release of funding and a very dry season, we sought an extension of time for the grant delivery so that
the majority of on ground activity will occur in the 2019-20 year.
In the meantime, we have focussed on community engagement, hosting the Landcare Pavilion at the Tallangatta
Expo, again attracting many visitors to see Landcare displays across a range of activities, from soil health, dung
beetles, to Eat Local activities and of course biological control of weeds. Our offerings of biocontrol agents for
thistles gathered by Bob Kendall and Klaus were snapped up and spread about by visitors to the Expo.
One way that we are intending to further our understanding of what is going on out there,
Biocollect App on the Atlas of Living Australia. This will enable us to add locations of weed
controls to the public record as we work through our activities, supporting a more targeted
and the Expo provided the first opportunity to put this into action, with sample distribution
Raelene as they went out.
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Whilst we’re talking about them, it’s pleasing that the MLA is keen to support our research. Next steps will be to
focus on ‘host specificity testing’ of the insect to confirm whether or not itis blackberry specific.
At the same time we have been investigating a locally identified blackberry pathogen which is doing a good job out
in the bush. Arthur Scholz from Tallangatta’s DELWP office collected and sent samples for testing in the autumn;
unfortunately with only negative results so far. The Lab advised that they had not been able to identify the
particular pathogen, including specifically being unable to find any phytothera cinnamon spores — that was a
positive, as if this one was it, we would want to be very careful indeed about containing it. The lab suggested we
might need to test new samples in the active growing season to positively identify what it is, however this will cost
an unquantifiable amount of money. So we will continue to liaise with DELWP and work out what is the best
approach.
M2MBAG’s

President, Jim de Hennin, attended this year’s Victorian Weeds Society Conference at Echuca earlier this
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our story to the participants with very favourable responses. Costa from Gardening Australia
MC — our M2MBAG slogan — ‘People, Science, Persistence, Together’ is now part of his lexion.
a Landcare Group can best contribute — our ability to bring people along, to insist on persistence
To top it off, Raelene was elected Society president.

I’m also pleased to say that M2MBAG has again been nominated for a Victorian Landcare Award. So Jim and |, along
with Tom Croft from NECMA are off to Government House for the award ceremony next Friday. It’s a great honour
to have been nominated, regardless of what comes next.

Thank you all for your support so far: Let’s see what we can achieve next year.
Doris Razeng, Secretary

Mitta to Murray Blackberry Action Group

